
Unit: 7 

Grade Level:  8th Grade American History 
Unit Name: Society and Culture Before the Civil War  
Pacing:  3 weeks 

Priority Standards:  
 
6-8. AH.5.CC.B  
Trace the events as well as political, 
cultural, economic and social conditions 
leading to conflict between Northern and 
Southern states. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.4.PC.A  
Evaluate the effectiveness of various 
reform movements, laws, and events to 
determine their impact on the promise of 
American ideals.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.4.EC.A 
Explain how the expansion of 
industrialization, transportation, and 

Learning Targets: 
 

●  I can compare the North and 
South economies 

● I can evaluate social aspects in the 
North and South that will lead 
toward war. 

● I can compare and contrast 
political views in the North and 
South. 

 

● I can examine and summarize the 
women’s movement. 

● I can identify and summarize the 

influence of various individuals on 

social and political developments in 

the U.S. 

● I can evaluate and summarize the 

development of the abolitionist 

movement and its impact in the pre-

war U.S. 

 

● I can explain the Industrial 
Revolution. 

● I can examine the impact of the 
Industrial Revolution on groups in 

Supporting Standards:  
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.A A.  
Create and use tools to analyze a 
chronological sequence of related events 
in American history 
6-8.AH.1.CC.D  
Using an inquiry lens, develop compelling 
questions about American history prior to 
1870, to determine helpful resources and 
consider multiple points of views 
represented in the resources. 
6-8.AH.1.CC.E  
Analyze the causes and consequences of 
a specific problem in American history prior 
to c. 1870 as well as the challenges and 
opportunities faced by those trying to 
address the problem. 
6-8.AH.3.CC.E  
Evaluate the responses of early American 
leaders to the social, political, economic 
and religious challenges facing the new 
nation 
6-8.AH.3.CC.F  
Infer how events of this period led to the 
development of philosophies, interest 
groups and political parties. 
6-8.AH.4.CC.B  
Evaluate the responses of North and South 
American leaders to the social, political, 
economic and religious challenges of the 
period. 



technological developments influenced 
different regions and the relationship 
between those regions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.3.PC.D 
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine to extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and 
realize, the promise of American ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6-8.AH.1.CC.C 
With assistance develop a research plan, 
identify appropriate resources for 
investigating social studies topics and 
create a research product which applies an 
aspect of American History prior to c.1870 
to a contemporary issue. 
 

society. 
● I can explain the impact of the 

Industrial Revolution on the 
expansion of slavery. 

● I can define technological advances 
and the impact on the economy 

 
 
 

● I can define slave codes. 

● I can evaluate voting rights. 
● I can analyze and summarize life in 

the Southern U.S. in the 1800s. 

● I can analyze and summarize life 
in the Norther U.S. in the 1800s. 

● I can evaluate the economic and 
social impact of slavery. 

● I can explain/evaluate the 
causes and outcomes of 
women’s rights movement. 

● I can evaluate laws and events on 
immigrants from Europe.. 

● I can identify and summarize the 

influence of technology, social and 

political developments in the U.S. 

pre-Civil War (1800s) 

 

● I can research and summarize 
important individuals in the 
abolitionist movement against 
slavery. 

● I can research technological 
advances in American History prior 
to 1870. 

6-8-A.H.-5-CC-A 
A. Analyze political compromises over 
slavery in the territories to explain 
intensifying sectional conflicts. 
6-8.AH.4.GS.A  
Trace the expansion of voting rights and 
patterns and explain how it impacted 
elections and political movements.  
6-8.AH.1.G.A  
 Create and use maps and other graphic 
representations in order to explain 
relationships and reveal patterns or trends 
in American history prior to c. 1870. 
6-8.AH.1.G.B  
 Explain how the physical and human 
characteristics of regions in the Americas 
prior to c. 1870 are connected to changing 
identity and culture.  
6-8.AH.1.G.C  
Locate major cities of Missouri, the United 
States, and the world; states of the United 
States and key world nations; the world’s 
continents, and oceans; and major 
topographical features of the United 
States. 
6-8.AH.2.G.C 
Compare major patterns of population 
distribution, demographics and migrations 
in the United States and the impact of 
those patterns on cultures and community 
life. 
6-8.AH.5.G.A  
Analyze the United States’ geography of 
North, South, and West in order to explain 
their regional cultural, social and economic 
differences. 
6-8.AH.1.EC.A  
Using an American history lens, examine 



● I can analyze and summarize the 
life of an historical individual in the 
pre-Civil War era.  

 

the opportunity costs and benefits of 
economic decisions on society as a whole 
as well as on individuals, prior to c. 1870 
6-8.AH.4.EC.A  
Analyze the origins and characteristics of 
coercive labor systems, including slavery, 
and their impact on economic and political 
expansion. 
6-8.AH.5.EC.B  
Compare the economic strengths and 
weaknesses of the North and South 
before, during and immediately after the 
Civil War. 
6-8.AH.3.PC.D  
Evaluate laws, events, and perspectives to 
determine the extent to which individuals 
and groups could participate in, and realize 
the promise of American ideals. 
6-8.AH.4.PC.A  
Evaluate the effectiveness of various 
reform movements, laws, and events to 
determine their impact on the promise of 
American ideals. 
6-8.AH.4.PC.C  
Analyze artistic, intellectual, and religious 
movements to show how they reflect the 
aspirations and beliefs of the developing 
nation. 
6-8.AH.5.PC.A  
Determine the impact of the ideas 
contained in major speeches, literature, 
music, and writings from diverse 
individuals on the perspectives of 
American people, groups and movements.  
6-8.AH.5.PC.C  
Analyze the evolution of the women’s 
movement to trace its continued 
development and evaluate its impact.  



6-8.AH.5.PC.D  
Analyze the evolution of the Abolitionist 
Movement to trace its continued 
development and evaluate its impact.  

Big Ideas: 
 
Reform movements such as Abolitionism 
and Women’s movement, the Industrial 
Revolution, scientific and technological 
innovations, and the  economic, political, 
and cultural differences between the North 
and South. 

 
 

 

Essential Unit Questions: 
 

1.  How did the Women’s Movement 
challenge the traditional roles 
ascribed to women in America? 

2. How did Abolitionists attempt to 
change people’s ideas about 
slavery? 

3.  What were the economic, political, 
and cultural differences between the 
North and the South? 

4.  What was the Industrial 
Revolution? 

 
 

 

Vocabulary: 
 
Industrial Revolution 
Capital 
Scarcity 
Urbanization 
Lowell Girls 
Interchangeable parts 
Profit 
Artisan 
Trade union 
Strike 
Famine 
Nativist 
Know-Nothing Party 
Discrimination 
Immigrant 
Cultivate 
Slave code 
Cash crop 
American Colonization Society 
Abolitionist 
The Liberator 
Underground Railroad 
Civil disobedience 
Social reform 
Second Great Awakening 
Temperance movement 
Seneca Falls Convention 
Women’s Rights Movement 
Transcendentalist 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


